A simple assay system to monitor the potential for contamination during different stages of cryopreservation.
A simple assay to monitor the potential for contamination during different steps of cryopreservation is described. The assay is based on the contamination of liquid nitrogen using crystals of sucrose hemi-heptahydrate, these are stable in liquid nitrogen, nitrogen vapour and ambient air and can be monitored by a simple assay which allows contamination risks to be evaluated in a direct, rapid manner.